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Map 1 Hartshill Designated Neighbourhood Area © Crown copyright and database rights [2015] Ordnance
Survey 100055940
Hartshill Parish Council (Licensee) License number 0100057087

1.0 Introduction and Background
1.1

This Environmental Report has been prepared to accompany the Regulation 16 Submission
Draft of the Hartshill Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). This Environmental Report
should be read alongside the Regulation 16 Submission Plan, the Basic Condition Statement
and Environmental Report.

1.2

This Environmental Report has been prepared in accordance with The Neighbourhood
Planning (General) Amendment Regulations 2015 (SI 2015 No. 20) that state:

“(e) (i) an environmental report prepared in accordance with paragraphs (2) and (3)
of regulation 12 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes
Regulations 2004(a); or
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(ii) where it has been determined under regulation 9(1) of those Regulations that the
plan proposal is unlikely to have significant environmental effects (and, accordingly,
does not require an environmental assessment), a statement of reasons for the
determination.”

1.3

This report sets out how North Warwickshire Borough Council and the three statutory
bodies English Nature, Environment Agnecy and Historic England do not consider the
Hartshill NDP to have any significant environmental effects and, accordingly, the plan does
not require an environmental assessment.
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2.0 Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening
2.1

North Warwickshire Borough Council contacted the three statutory bodies on the contents
of the Hartshill NDP on 20th August 2015.

2.2

The responses of the three bodies are included at Appendix 1.

2.3

Historic England, based on the Draft Plan received, and in the context of the criteria set out
in Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations, stated that:
“a Strategic Environmental Assessment is currently unlikely to be necessary”

2.4

Natural England (NE) commented:
“on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our
strategic environmental interests are concerned (including but not limited to
statutory designated sites, landscapes and protected species, geology and soils) are
concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant environmental effects from the
proposed plan.”

2.5

2.6

NE also noted the plan area did not affect any of the following:


SSSI



SAC



SPA



Ramsar Site



National Park



AONB



Coast Heritage

The Environment Agency responded that the plan did not require its own appraisal and that
land at Hartshill Quarry had already previously been assessed as part of the Site Allocations
Plan.

2.7

Based on these responses and their own assessments North Warwickshire Borough Council
concluded in October 2015 that the Hartshill NDP was unlikely to have significant
environmental effects and did not require further Strategic Environmental Assessment.

2.8

The Regulation 14 plan was placed on consultation from 26th October 2015 to 7th December
2015. Historic England and Natural England responded to this consultation in a generally
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supportive way. They did not identify anything that their views expressed in
August/September 2015 on the SEA had changed (Appendix 2)

6

Appendix 1 – Response of Statutory Bodies

Ms Sue Wilson
North Warwickshire Borough Council
Planning Department
PO Box 6
Atherstone
Warwickshire
CV9 1BG

Our ref:
UT/2009/106364/SE03/SC1-L01
Your ref:
Date:

16 September 2015

Dear Ms Wilson
SEA Screening request for Hartshill Neighbourhood Plan
Thank you for your email which was received on 20 August 2015.
We do not consider that this plan requires support of its own Sustainability Appraisal
as the sites proposed with in it have been previously assessed as part of the Site
Allocations process.
We refer you to our letter dated: 20 August 2014 (UT/2009/106364/SL-02/P01-L01)
which addresses these issues.
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours sincerely

Ms Noreen Nargas
Planning Advisor
Direct dial 01543 404970
Direct fax 01543 444161
Direct e-mail noreen.nargas1@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Ms Susan Wilson

Our ref: 1498

Forward Planning and Economic Strategy

Your ref:

North Warwickshire District Council
The Council House

Telephone
0121
6256887

South Street
Atherstone
Warwickshire
CV9 1DE
25 August 2015

Dear Ms Wilson

HARTSHILL DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN SEA/HRA CONSULTATION

Thank you for the above consultation.

For the purposes of consultations on SEA, Historic England confines its advice to the
question, “Is the Plan or proposal likely to have a significant effect on the environment?” in
respect of our area of concern, cultural heritage. Our comments are based on the
information supplied by the LPA in their consultation to us.

On the basis of the information supplied, including that set out in the draft plan, and in the
context of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the Environmental Assessment Regulations
[Annex II of ‘SEA’ Directive], Historic England are of the opinion that the preparation of a
Strategic Environmental Assessment is currently unlikely to be necessary.

The views of the other statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before
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the overall decision on the need for a SEA is made. If a decision is made to undertake a SEA,
please note that Historic England has published guidance on Sustainability Appraisal /
Strategic Environmental Assessment and the Historic Environment that is relevant to both
local and neighbourhood planning and available at: http://www.englishheritage.org.uk/publications/strategic-environ-assessment-sustainability-appraisalhistoric-environment/.
As regards the HRA Assessment English Heritage does not wish to comment in detail and
would defer to Natural England and other statutory consultees.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours faithfully

Pete Boland
Historic Places Adviser
E-mail: peter.boland@HistoricEngland.org.uk
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Appendix 2 – Statutory Bodies Response on Regulation 14 Consultation

Hartshill Parish Council

Our ref: 1557

PO Box 5036

Your ref:

Nuneaton
CV11 9FN

Telephone
0121
6256887

01 December 2015

Dear Sirs

HARTSHILL DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REGULATION 14 CONSULTATION

Thank you for the invitation to comment on the draft Neighbourhood Plan.

Historic England is supportive of the content of the document and we applaud the
comprehensive approach taken to the historic and natural environment and the wide range
of clearly justified policies that are clearly focused upon “constructive conservation”. We
are particularly pleased to see the emphasis on design and local distinctiveness including
non-designated heritage assets and the recognition that highly locally significant green
spaces should be protected.
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We do have a minor comment in relation to Policy H18 Heritage Assets where we would
suggest, in line with the NPPF, that all heritage assets should be conserved in a manner
proportionate to their significance. The first sentence of the policy might, therefore,
usefully be amended to read:

“All new development proposals……………….the need to conserve and enhance heritage assets
and particularly those listed in Table 2………..”

Beyond these observations we have no other substantive comments to make and overall
Historic England considers that the Hartshill Draft Neighbourhood Plan is a wellconsidered, concise and fit for purpose document that takes a suitably proportionate
approach and constitutes a very good example of community led planning.

.

I hope this is helpful.

Yours faithfully
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Pete Boland
Historic Places Adviser
E-mail: peter.boland@HistoricEngland.org.uk
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